2S6   CONSTITUTIONAL LA W OF BRITISH DOMINIONS
Chapter united province that afforded the dominant motive for
__[   federation. Canadian politics after 1858 rapidly ap-
pioached a deadlock; the growing disproportion of
population made the equal number of members for each
part of the province an intolerable anomaly, while
change would menace the swamping of French nation-
ality in Canada. The solution lay in a federation in
which French Canada could enjoy autonomy in local
matters, while no longer hampering national policies.
Skilled diplomacy secured the concurrence of the mari-
time provinces, which had themselves planned a meas-
ure of union, as was suggested by the homogeneity
of their population and their common interests. The
causes which induced these provinces to concur in
federation and which strengthened Canada in her desire
to attain it were varied. The growth of a great power
on the southern border, animated, through causes partly
not connected with Canada, by feelings of something
approaching hostility to the British provinces, invited
attention to the defenceless position of the country. The
British Government felt that the defence of the pro-
vinces when disunited offered a burden impossible to
sustain, and pressed for adequate local action. Con-
siderations of safety therefore impelled men's minds to
some form of union, and unquestionably the presence
of Fenians on the border operated powerfully in 1866
in inducing New Brunswick to acquiesce in federation.
A further motive was due also to the hostility of the
United States. The reciprocity treaty of 1854 had
opened up an era of prosperity for Canada, and the
denunciation of the compact by the United States
menaced the province with commercial stagnation. It
became urgent, therefore, to obtain access to the